
Ił iay 1943 1 *as ord o rod os Co-jmander to arww u p tho *Ja eger" 

Btl. • iri the aaaln Nitu rekord to ay technical exp«r lence aa aa on^lneer. 

Ihia Alt* A 6 S to bo formed wi kh the 6 ld ot uli t our Aruifl of tho German 
Aehroacht (Army, Luf tweffe, Nary and laffen<*33>. For a model, to atartard 
of w hic U was alaa, unattalnable owing to tho dlfficult suppliea problem 
in tho 5^h year of the war, we too* the Brit. C omt^ndo Unita under Lord 
iloJUlHArru, and tho fasłoua Aaer. 0*£*S. unito uodor Gen* BILL DgNCVaN. 
Tho^ yagffer* Btl. 702 aa a to perforuj opodal taaka ~hlob ccuid not be 
c*tftissr out by aetrlóe -owa wlth noraal tralning* In July 1/43 A bad just 
aanaged to drav up 2 Coca pani os of lju non each. At thla tlme, 1 begrnn, 
aotlng cm Ina truć tioo , to pro bo and angino er and eoldier the poaalbliltlea 
of the * pocket edltlcn" weapone of the German Bary and Luftwaffe. In July 
1/43 I net an old aogualn tance of mina In a Berlin hotel. Ve wen te d to haro 
a nloo llttle chat ab out the good old tlaieo and were thorefore ln mufti. 

I hed, of oouree, to keep In eon ta ot with <ay odjutant* uberleutnant jUHL 
HAPl. About 3 o* c lock la the afternocm I wae called to the phone* Orefttly 
ezclted my ad ju tent Informel ae that 1 had be en hunted for morę than an 
bour and could be found nowhere. An order had arrlrod that I was to traTel 
by air to the fUrhrer*e Bąr. In £aat rruaaia Ln med la tely. I at onco gara 
Ino truć tloo for my uniform to be aent along, ecraped togo tho r a faw neoeasery 
telle t artiolea and drore off to the air-field. Thore I heard of the radio' 
report frea ŁfcOjy that MLbJCLIfJl had baen orerthrown and arreated. The 
oplnioo waa expre&sed that my unexpected flret tnp to the «aa ecmehow 

ilnked up wlth tfcie polltlcal aenaation. The courier-plane waa already 
miting and i juat had tlme to ahout the alarm order for beth my Ooaponiea 
to my ad jutant. X had a marreloua fllght wfaich took me for the flret tlme 
ln my life cnrer itxauoraala and fiest rruaaia, ood I raoked my b ruina ln ra-n 
ln oeurcti of an ex piana tion of thla euddeu edu to the £Urhrar*a iiąe. In 
axij caue. I waa buruing to eea the hlgt:.jat mi li tar., cowuiaud of tho Carmen 
Reich wlth my o<;n eyeo . Busk desoonded upon the aweeping o trat che 3 of fiaat 
Pruaola and the many lokee wore reflectln^ the lnat raya of the alnklng sun 
to the aide o* tur piane land ad on a email air- field near one of these injiea 
ln the laat gieom of day lignt. Hera e car waa awuiting me whloh droro me 
perbape lóiua and througŁ aereral cardooo of armad guarda to the fUehrer'a 
Hia. It waa nght ln tha aiddle of the forest, and alL barraoke and bunkero 
wara ao clererly camouflaged aa acarceiy to be re oogni żabie , ln tha ga the ring 
duak. I waa lat lato a wali fumiahad woodan hut, tha "taa house" aa I la tar 
laeraad. Urt 1 wae Introduoed to den. uBfifUr dar /alls chi rmjaegor STJUdiT* 

1 alao met 5 other officers, a Lt« Col. and a Major of tha Amor, two rera o hu te 
Majora and ona Major of the *affen-óS. J eoon laaroad that these men were 
my m uuo wn competitoro for the tuak at hond. Aa Captain of tha rteaerrc 1 *aa 
tha loweat ln rank and the ooly reaerra offioer of a^l aix procent* Af ter 
herin^ a cup of coffee «e were ordo red by an adjatant to Adolf Bltler ł a 
preseaoe* For ae, and 1 beliere the othera aa wen, thla wae a oouentoua 
occaaiuh, belng pre^ented to Oeraony *a State eman and Supremo Comaander of 
the rtehzmaoht. 1 at leeat waa lm&maely lmpi^aaed by Adolf Hitler tmen 
aeelng hl u for the fi rat tlme. *e were introduced and wara requlred to out i ino 
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In a few woi. « our iife history a od miii tary uórear* Than oaoa the quastiun 
•*ho haa truTeied abroad, eapeciaiiy in ItaiyV* 1 was tha orny ona wbo 
oould gira tha ans war. Adolf Ul tiar now aafcsd aa a fair apecific ąueations, 
wtiara 1 was born, w hen 1 bad baen in Itaiy and what impressiu* 1 had gatbared 
therw. Adolf Hitler now rsquestad tha waru ni pg 5 uffioers to withdraw aa 
ha wiabed t u continua his diacuaaiou with aa aione* it ao bappeaod tbat I 
♦aa Chojen for tha greate^t and aoat daogeruus taafc i ar er enoounterad in 
my miii tar., careor* Adolf Ul tiar iufoiaad aa tbat be wen finuly reau^red 
not to iatre bie frieud J40>joojU<i in the lurch and to prerant under all 

0 i rc inna tan cc a his eztraditlon to tLe aiiiea# Ado^f ni tiar out linę d ln 

• few preciaa wonią hia t ruin uf ideas* uu^ioi^ia w&s for tum not ouiy &n 
miy or aiuiiar politicai cunrictlona, but ba aiso calied hus Lis ono o nd 
oni/ ^ raut fria^d* Ha a^lded tbat mx&uiMU waa io his ayaa *tbe iaat of tha 
anclent Komana of the Cauaarlan Traditiwp,* Tha thought uf hia iopriaonment 
waa unoe arabie ona ha ro gard ad nia rcaoue oO an absomte daty aa hia friead* 

The dlfficulty of tha tasK 1 fuiiy reaiizad wnen Adolf ni tiar ezpraosiy 
gara urdara tost oniy 3 paracie warw to chara tha lnowi ad ge of tha natura of 
tcid miaaxuu. u# piacad ma undar tha co.imnoa of ocn* obora t aiMUm i t and* 
as a formsr aember of the Uif twaffe 1 waa asslgaód aa para o bu tar osp talu* 

Ub talia i waa tu dlsouss with uen. Uberat STUuiNf. rfitn these inatruotlons 

1 was dischargad« 

AUrther da taiła w ara dlsouaaed with Gen* Ob o ret 31\A>Bhr. As a safo 
guard against ftrtuer s*Arprisea tha 1 Jfallsahirajaeger JKorpa was to ha 
troLaferrad ln tha nart faw d*ys from tha Koutn uf franca to tha ertrn around noms j 
ln ordar tu aa auro undar aii cirouna tańca e the most lut^ugtant eupply-base 
ln iUalaia ani Slolly* Adolf tiltler reofcooed witn tha pooalhility of the 
newly fonaed oowaroaant KApuujJLU qulttlng tha Aida Kmr>, fiowarar* w porta 
from tha Uanaan ttnba say in Kosie and frwa tha Herman coantar*intaiilgauca undar 
Admirał uAMiuti3 gnwe quita a alf farso t wersie. 1 para ona* iy co- id at tha 
tiaw fum no oplnloa of my own. X arr&nged with Hen* oba rat SruuKw T to aeet 
him ncjct duy in tha moming to fly witu nim ln a bee-llne to Home. men 
of by * Jaeger* Ktl. ew~ng thasa 10 offioe** and sui men with a fair knowiadga 
'i Italier. wara to ansamble tha nert noming en tha Karlin air-fleid* lt 
was now nld~nlght« A uwali offiew ana a sacra tary wara piacad at my dicpoool 
and i put tnrough a ilghtning«caii to by Kattaiiou in friedenthai* ihare tha 
mon of my otuli wara on tenderhwfcs awaiting my oal^, Tbay of couroa 
wanted tu lnów what tha auddan urdaring of tbalr owuteaudor tu tha furtror '* 
oqe- axacti v mouut. a han 1 gara a JLiat of tha of fi cara orar tha pbons who 
wara to ac company cna, thara saaaaad aoawthlng Tary i łka a rsroit b ranking 
out at tha otnar and of tha wlra* Kobody wanted to stwy ba bind and tu 
Continua tha drawing-up of tha mat tali on- Tha graateat a tir was ca u sad by 
my i na truć tlona to tmTa tru^lo^i. parochu te equipoent mody for axl oan 
by tha following aoming. Kost of my men wart tralned parno butla ta* Tha 
cojipuaitiuAi uf o rum and eęolpamnt nocosaitotod t± faw further phuie c&iia 
and lt was armoat 4 o‘ciock i~ tue **oru^ wuen thr lajt phuna*calls 
wora throu^u. X waa glwen a smali alaapiug«bunJc lu oua uf coa auaxtars and 1 
oould now tum orar tna entlra problem in my mind. lt was at*i wridant tbat 
X had acoaptad a taak «JXcu urramd oniy a rery aaaii ocanca tu suocasc* 
now oould wJdSwAi <u *m whareabouta ba loefatad and how co*xLd a oucooafui 
msoua attempt ba carried outf Tbasa thouguts tapt oa awa&a* Tha naw 
surfoundlnga and tha uniqua axparianoa 1 bad me de thia iaat asy Jarring ua 
o^y narroa* At 7*30 tu tha -oming we wara to taka uff for Koma. oleep 
was lmpoosibia and 1 got up, aportad my o elf to a ahotrer-bnth and fait like 
nawly bom* a goud oreckfast did awsy the last lurt-og doubto and my' old 
uptlmism 'ut tha u^r hsnd onoa aurę • A s^ldlat' oumt riraly bexioTo ln 





hle suooess* then area the iaposaiOie is witnln ols rtwch, Th© flight 

to Hotue was « ;yi*i :*.uę eweui. Wsgnifieent neatasr acou atU t d d «.be 

ray. h« p0334id uv*r* *»y na tire city Vieom # uju.uw*ily without ocddng aa 

Interuealats land-ui* , -md jl Os^la thersiore wxy xa i~£&ln.'tlon nay 

•farerell* to sty wife and vy lit*i.a girl* dtyris and torlntola ali^ied ara y 

bensatb us v eounties xu wilcu 1 kłów axaoet erery roeu and tŁlcL x *<xJ.c 

eitlam to my pilot* Urcetie la tri « were n«w uppearaog beuauvu* ;ixa* 

eoontftaa wtiioh hed oeiunged to tae forusr Atu* tria -&iogol«£ lionarcuj . Aow 

the etc"i?.l blue of th« adria tle eodled up to u* froa below* i* hi po, lik* f 

toy oOfl'a wore o rui "id -• ou uie evor -Au.v.iug »a*/o of dclpolns 

werv ro-viV - 1 : tł.‘; nur -i i t ter i n>: aes* Tae aariatie ocaet of lUiy uured 

ln algbt bessa t U os* u ze to .30111 ©i ci orne to ausop ©io*..* ot towrlng 

ftpplnlnas • *ail fcaown ronią -md towna etjoe lato wlew and *0 at lost reaohed 

tha eteiTelly yoJfg cit^* of Hoc<c* It wes a^j/arent that the au.acr ii sou choro 

Ztaly was at Ita psak. our furii nad cc-ioicatiuin ubcu-ie u^sonrsaaly 

Stiflir^. vr* the alr-fiftld of Freatica di Marę tho glare of tto jouthera aldoay sun 

nun t rned lts foli sle3t upo« ua. fue alr lo uuuuura^iy cxaOu iwrj <ritL the 

Pootinier 3 qeaps /icar at haud# After «m twar ł « drlvu bj oar ra rcucfc tbe bcautlfu- 

lly aituated town, Fr^c^oati haruuring ta* dupreo* dąs* of tte ooruiau furce « 

la itoiy. The rarlfled alr of the bili rmiges near Ronę dla **s goca* we had 

to alt dorr. to % lute ionoL and w«re thsn filled wlth one uouiru, to turou 

off o ir clc^ec ar-ć r<> '^athrr frefch seren^tó* 

In the eren:ug I włs iatroduced to iaidsittit>cULil Zi^j£UUiul« ^uproue 
Coaoaoder of the Gerwat forcew la Italy, and to hle Staff* as Usn^rsl^oerat 
SlUD£iJT fl a ad j : * tent* Tfcs srreaL and the dieopi^arioioo of KJb^iLi*jZiI «u 
natursily nu oh dlscueeed st tabie* Ro one had the fala test ldeu tbut U*ujnxl- 
eberst STUDS^IT «vod 1 were entrusted «rtth i ocet i ug the ebertal-outu oitLe uuce sad 
rlth effectlng hla reecue* rare under etrict order to l«t uoly fire oen 
lato the aecrrt . Ooat:*sloberflt 5TUPE?rr and I werw the flrst two, my aćja tent 
«hv wes ca bis v«y rac to be the thlrd* and two siaa wers fliia idy to te uóoaeo 
frwa tbe Gerasta ęolooy la lt*ly« Tbeir kaowleoge of the co-utry was to asslst 
us In our teek. In the a*xt fe v diys the lat Fklischlrajaegerkorpc W uir) 
arrlred ty alr la Roar. As alwaye on occsesioa of auch tranu porto uy alr* tbey 
ht*d auffered ceau/iltled and loaaee on thelr «ay In dog-flghtu wlth eaeayr 
fightera« Rewa cfcJJC thruuąli at JU»at tUat oy 5 Q men had s&feiy ionoed m 
Ifetrjc* dJ liano tmd i went to aae the u at onoo. They had bocn llnkcd up 
wlth a partjcfcute fc^tttiiou and wene o i ile ted uoai- the elr fisiu. Tna v wora 
nufforlng aererly fra< the iotense beat. Uy arriwal eao alwaye heartli^ 
accl»iixd sińce I ne iu tha habit or nringlng aloo^ t few bo xm* of fiauo 
frult and foilo.cd the preotlce of aaeeftitłlng my mu on tha beaoh for tha 
ADOoIutely ne-esuary routloe Outies. Ify adiutant Karl iUUL *aa tte oiuj oae 
I tooa wlth me to f^aaquatl. 1 onitiated ulu la co the yitM ana be »*a grlpped 
by ent^lesn at tha loaanalty of the t&sic* Raallatlo aoidiere tha t *»o wara* 
we dld net ccncoci frea one another our apprehanfilons aa to the i-aoenae dif- 
floultiea cuclruj tlng ;#c. howrrer* as aoldlers and opUni.-te we bolisrsd In 
our tcisoion sod koso tłot, chcoid ewan tbe nere^v poaalblllty Cufsr ltaeif * 
we shotOd tale hcid c«f !t **n.. do out dutles es truś so-ullerw. In on officar 
who was attsobsd to tha Otmui Raba esy In Rona* uud ln a Gerson llwlng for 
storę tlmti a daoada ln the aapltel, we found our heip-antse unaber four and 
flre. They slso ux»re lot into the sec ret .nd eerreU our causs wlth axl thelr 
power and abllity. RADL and I of ten rialtcd. Hotue in uniforu or ln isufti and 
nade asvdt«x uo^ualntnuoee. 5 fe were day and nlght under way and battlad 
wlth nil our rd^.t nst the inartia befaiiing an wlał tors ln Italy 
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during the bot r mu. 

*• had lucł. lii a n •.bartni we nade ineada wi::; e fruit-oerch&nt w bo 
IfiYlted us fcc ot* *.i • n fcim, In tfaplea. The raoisrdng lnto tbin eir ot UUJobLINI 
wae o tUl tc)»iu uumbor o/itn. aiid neerly erer^ one Knew of tr-ie or th^t 
r.^uor concemin«, ibe i ocali of Ida confinenent* Bat en cl; es r ruved to 

be a aoaplete wa^a.t. *ere these r.wnare eprend Intectionaaly or unlntea- 
ttoruliy V 

•>c -vf o* !•. :« s --sir : ficv . nifitunce of om r i vuit-«©ratiaat 

ln an eiguiil;.© 11*: .la U o. «u tbe Bay of Bapłea# In tn© oouraa ol a out eon* 
rera^tiou .j i u vv c e.i jJLoyue of his had a boy-friend on w con^icta* 

lal« ln tbe * - - rf *-ti ju^'. bo eeen frcu tbo i*n.-ach. TŁę virl, of oourse 

*ss firuily o out lada* that ner lorer wfie not gett Ing enougn leare, and they 
bal tti-.aor A *j*t-?ibii s-. <c.'- t 3 ! devioe 5r o»ve to daily 

go gmun lcat:? *neir /j.*- .1:^ U/v© to e*ch otbor* It faaa came aoout thet tbe 
sad girl roc?iveU « '«* tc tta cfieut tKnt i wre for tna present woald oe out odP 
tbe ęufiatlon, sluce a nigh per co unii ty had arrirod cm «b» i«Je , tai eontrola 
tl&Utenjd ugt aiad *ui lo*vc etcpped. tere w© on tbe 3 cent? fes bcilered ao* 
bur noxt atnps wert rendered extr«aeiy dlffióuit by the alm^le fact that we ooald 
diuoloaó ic. u<j oi.. l’-u diact :vjaaoi- Tor out aounoeitju «e tna-ie car report to 
tbe ilebrci 'e K^s., t t met with no ‘ueilef. The worsion of our report waa too 
rwukute fi* ca eui oU^ra aeut to tu© Hqa. one ev*>:.ng I met lr« © olub Ir Bema 
ono wi* the ouci ua-rr itnlifin Uary Officcre. Be apofce denaBŁ llucntly* KaOL* 8 
femowJLou^e oi‘ liugo, aa wen ea ay o.\ł* «aa ,-ęood enot^h lor oidfir:ng n 
Siopla uie'_il or for takiej our wey, but we werw botb not abic tu cc; tmrse flet* 
ly and fiuauUy. TUie navul offlcer toid us in etrlct couf5dnnoa that ba had 
Juat gooa adhont frou an ItfiUan ontlaer ln La Spezla wtilcii hed Lej.en 
a*oy frc»u thb ccaYiu >.s < ieie in tbe aay oi JblayLes* It wbs tiar. n^iparbnt 
tbat tbe Cabinet , whiob en*weivd ali offlclfii inquirlna an to tbe 

lucailty wtiere HUsJUJU^I - was be ld wlth tbe ntereotype aasui^auco ot' h.ia ^ocd 
beaitb, wil .out oi.-cloaiiig his wfaareabo.-te , aae co&et&ntly auYlng nim from 
u&e place to anetb^r. thua rendering tbe looatlon of his *henfce.bout* extre ma- 
ły dlfflcoit* jUi;<*aeińlc rren« Ve took up tbla naw econt rithout 

gettung ani reaulti. ibe orły tblng ue couid go on noc tbe t tha naw mtenuient 
place cnot aridentiy oe acceeaable by weterway. ilea^eiiie o© cucoivwJ re porta 
ir^en tbe aiuaui Gurua^ garriaons in dardlnia wblob aaeiced rat ber atrun,^e. It 
decidaa \u e-ctcr.d om* lnteatign ti uns to botb Serdlnle and Oorsica* 

In tbe iienntlne tbe genem! oositioc on tbe fronts had da te otom tod 
mpidly. Tt-t Ailioc had nade a succ6 8af ,l landing la Koiły, and we had 
tc acsd of f t<ne cf our paraohure diriaiona, to atrangtben the front fcfcera* 

Uia dxu «e reaeived a naw report. Tha Duo# la in Bloily aomewhere ąulte near the 
1‘runt lice s. We Icft for Bieily jua^odiataly , onJLy to flnd out on our «rrml 
that the naasd place Lad Juat be :n taJeen oy tbe Ailieo. A oounter atteok w aa 
to be JLauncbed wltbirt u few toiro. It succesaf ul, we «ec>e eawn g the flrat 
to en tor tbo pUoe. wtl> W fiat o.t th.it thi* report had been e feKa« Tbe 
Jajoo had nerer been near thi a biaatod a por et *11 • 

In It^aa Z bcc*.ve cc^U£.lnt$<i witfc tbe ^emsui mil li ni ton effioer in ot« 
Baddalena* fble li cne of tbo beat Ztallan eeaporto, era eltuated in tba north- 
eaat ot ^erdlnl*, lu dt« Maddalena *e were told of serrrai ial^.nd, & owmg otbera 
of tbe Ile di Bcooo, «•* iJJtciy apoto «bcu'e M3B*Ciiiil eee beliered tu be be id* 
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The tfermen cfficer inferm^d ws tbal the gnrtdaon bad oeen a trwi^thened 

cc 3 t* Jteddelana ty & ł Cfire»i i*3ri*i* dotaohniert , ood thet naw » tri ngen t pre- 
.•autiontry «ne*?iauie*r tai L*?*cJ: enfowcd m the entire eenpurt aren. «aa 

JfaddŁlana? A.il dirrct nueatlojiAn/; was iiaj-eaaibie tur security 
r=.*os&ha# fały in c rcundr.bout we.; vt ja ther**) from rera na of goncie en la 
fazsauiion uf vtł.e# I dcoiio te ; ir-ce *.ne of rsy Italia*) sjieuKin.;; officera 
ut che lis o.-.nj. ofthc Gemci* lleisor offioer as iatarprotar. Iinatruoted hia 
tc V??.;: *•*£ «y-s e»v« *n<? tu wio^J* wttb t.he scali fry araung tbe Itelian oiwi- 
li^nt sed ooldiers on St. Jdedda^epH. H® was te report tu (te daliy by tforman 
rudio-teitj^'.-**. I tyself fl®w ,c on f«n© occesiorj, tc*>. a Ioua. et the 

aaspert, as:©, er. inepeetie-; trlp in a rotor-boat and tooK stoot ol tte entir- 
J.rlerd* The Tle di uocco ia olsu o cooriots* i blend ?nd te cautloualy rtored 
-P to it ł *1tMn ®* Ter porać* «is fvr ea * «e we? oeralttefl to go # and I 

took e fc:* sne ochota of tbirs ple co alce? with i fa* sd ro of the aeeport area 
3t# Meddalecr., I* n^/rer* th«t n cra».i)s of włii te-pairtad 1 ta lian sea^iianea were 
et erebor tbe bober* I o ©cnot e-yjdsitu <nyo«lf why »*caotl> juat tbis Tlaion 
Iflpre^ad itrelf eo indallbly cn my «ind# X vpo\e wltb my offloer *bo fumlahod 
3» wltfc ę;;itr a hord ful of Irtoroctiog news# A certnin part of the cutward tosa 
araa of 3t* Hadla *aoa *«• partioularly oloealy Kuurrted, «nd ho had j*t herod here 
and there thet a pereone^e of bieb standloa wrr hałd there* Ue auaea wltbout 
erer »„.« e^Y*ierls thi-i tpfomaotjrn wn* tor an tł»t he bud aren baard 

it w«a tbe i>ice M*aelf# I told rl« tbat tnia plooe of mm wuuld be of hl.jheat 
lateraat iu denaan goremoent cir-juloe and ord*r*d him to kaap on tha traut# 1 
eea rnaol^ h f<> iiaa of * alJrH\t i>»ł t vall kiicwn *oaVn«as cf thę Itc llaa a 

for *a.v This »aak: rrict *es na^aioo for *atcltb£ a aa^er# 1 ln- 

.'•tructcd offjcar tt,* ca-i thip a et?® *1 rv on tha 1 t‘il lun merahan.t fru*n wboo bt 
h^d Tatberad thla Uy efflcer m\s to arranęro e lit le atag porty* and en 

the oocaeioa voice the opin:t»D that ^J^oislNl e«a d e-id. It cuctredlcted he was 
to auggtsat a teaęer*. There ^nJy one difflcolty tu orerooote, T-ila uff i car was 
a tae-totailer, I Alaicet h»d to use force 3 : ucrauadlnc; him to hare a««ie co^nac 
ln oidar to k*t lun up for the eve: t. Thja ruse ea succaeaful bayood «x- 
p^ct^tioo. '$•, officer r^ iortad beer thst our nn^rchant Kad a ^epted tbe ga^ar 
and was rccd> to ahew h:^ th.e Uuca, lf oni i fruw af«r # addlng thst he was haid 
yrisoner lr * rllla out.Hlde £>t# MrlPnlene. Kron a rantags point 

in the hm r bor 1 ceuefcuły ^crMtjmzed tt*e leyout of t*ie wli la and retumed to Hoaaa 
to rox>ort to ’jreoex*alc ■*.rat :**TuJ ,EK' 1 ?« no ado imte oeya of the fortl- 

fied area* I deciuod ua 1*J August I?/;3 to o«rt*;, out a reeonnaisaanoa fligbt at a 
^raet aj titude oror the fortresc nnd tu erka <a fow photojcr-^phe# Thia luth of 
AuguM-, ł. Mttbdry* rt s to ba in i ta trw«3t net*i-e dny of rebirtb# 

Ib llc»ntvi9 ■ */e fVne OTrr* tht i ^e**- «««►.* j;rd nri.ded or naall alr- 

firi? in usrnifłjr refi*!Lin,^. •»« w. uff h l - mtiatal> **nd handed 
for V*' 4 * 5*e© t** orrtar to *»«ir t^e nasesaary aJtifride. 1 lyin^ in the 
fore of tńi? ouułpletsely o. olo .©d co»j’.pit the t;un, ay aape «y 0 Ł*cra 

be aide ?&, A beautiful riaw presanted itaetf. 1t;e blus w»o wan here and there 
lntrripereH with s<?li roałn.nnd n »ie*j JoctAnf; lsch^db* JUA of 

audtien n reyert thro <ę‘i tne TiiKai "Two eue-fly figeters tijuted.* I heuri 
a few burjt of f ire, autae of >'*?. owid^ntty Cru-u tlio rnar mobina gaiiuer# 

I bad. no cbance to join 3n the v* .'w««nrrd and :'.ft«r h few aSjmtea 

nil H^e. 4 n. 1 '^a.ł uu fn no Ina cud tv th« oeuutiful ‘monety aa to 'jt<lckiy 

furkot. cb° t ri.-tj* wn*a:*.iat.3r *3 **•«! j’i®t ice*4# 1 niu -lotioed tłiat 

our **>.ąr>r) nc jidly lu&ir* r.e\-.c«* tu »' *.-Kna o.*ir'i <« fur tao reanuu. 

\ rf ,,0 '«v^« r.is suawar. T'irr.3 *»•;. ba-U i a^w ctt-v i-\e e<.;itcrted r«c^ or tho 
Pilot, icd 1 actirsd Uiet c ;-f tr- 1^1 •: Mr-tnreJra w«« o.<t of ^.it3^. 
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fba aurface oi' ti u* j«v* *** rudLi**.., «u*u*u o« tk u larrlfit fciaad# i jadt 
ftftd tirlc tu tai 9 uOia Vi ifcs £uu-;&U .41 :i£u «u io; bu Tur d««r llfe • A 
^ 4 *.ia r i iWii /óu, toa ^lasj i rsjoeiłor*. a^iw-ju. tw w tb . ivw 4 fl w«w*' -wi 

tbo ąęia-as anivoi*a u 1 ~^>g J uvor a> tu<au« our pAtwd Wid dtruol tu© durfooa bard 
ui*i a loa * ir<.OA uf d-iiuai for a fe* n^uboai. i auUJenl.) A*lt a hau* d ftrtgglog 
at r A. cuucr and tle r«abd otnrtaó vo oeavn j*j •«* a*ro and ar miar 

<twd vui.i o au; vi* 6 lr-j-u,*oó &>d reakanod :l tco uppar retcbes ot tna cwOJtyit* 
a o ucc*i uw«:. w u*r out a uOv, rM^iŁtu a Ł«i b*«. *yiŁ , c.*uu# tua aaasbed 

Ał ' 1 _ 1 ^«',»ulcd ix >4 v ^ ba t*ic j on o* łba Cb bib *j*ap 4. pm iiro*** a ba pilot • 

tł.e t.COc*ić * -i lu tu.* bUibibu vU)i 4 «.J4l* i— «4«C CWA^i l* ••» OuUJLd 

nea.* łiuJfiAu^ vi AiC ubijer 0/ oar n*.., tUo rfajAb^pomtor oua tno 

twbV*^*!.aJI • 

a ^jbVd order- w o^&rLta tua *wie_\*u-xy *ait atoov& ino oooiplW fba 

-bOCA-J .ub( nut U.t ill'«» óiO*i vt* * bibt.i ui tf.b •.'.'feCJŁw ,® • .-)Oi*tg tv> 

tnę r<urf: v« A*/ t>U lituu aa tb* f^sMu 01 v. au w C fc aub tuuritto qult tbalr 

ęo&;;« l A-..9 tba 1* sxb cł-s w iiu.4bv. u, /. fctuu alter tv& cuaa ib* Urtt yixot« 

d A i a uu «*..$>■ (Vo »V(i 4 * ko uVórou£ 4 » fcba jji>'/ 4 t»urs of t*M> wni.*:r «*wa oj u a* Mucą. 

au/Ticioiit tir iwr U>e jajitiey* *<- wwi*v dUftatii^-i uuu »6 ly W j k» feet 

uuyti ,.wU u Autor i/« frbreo i^u j^inwi U. a ©urietia* tca p ia n a bootad up a^fcin 
for di*. tiiAUkdb* n( uioe at^n to *m*u 00 »- occipit ±iA hm. lad for oni 

AAlfoiUfr C>w-J { tłi>lbui« aIjct^ AOjL-d l\» *ubi' diic*X*ii **y */> tbt orufcu tUAUtÓfc M^l t OJł O flt 

but oira^ad tv .soi fr*o fruu «bd lAuauaii*. aultLa pilot uow auuoa^ad 

to ęe-*. tu. uln^ly olioat i* fran tba roaoi&at* of 

litw A S «uJl <-««.«« www.|'ik| UlVwU taJbU.jii i 4 A* l * U i a AO*i < .'£fV OOL fljf 

otluvbń vfA*«> buu . X hod 2^ol uloor *000 ww wuco 01 tha plena 

UikJl otŁ*ł«l<t*lt U r »^a~* i Łui^buu PWbYe* Ab Uc' ujiib It fl ttl ii lU U *U<Ut 

4ÓU to ^uC’ aMSioru awe. aut u iv»«<i2i juttlug out oi‘ tło watar ano 
4e ja oj. tuauiM IUcjLii. iifaay -*ru ou aia**— tirnt u a boił dii\l icui. ty 

In tKiA'Ao.^ 3 *,^!/: « «*u itfC* <.vi'«*A>* Wi obu* uai*voa 01410 

faeXlxv; -ue acum <?rcaui j'4a«r uur foxt wj;i *&><%• 1 aioaa ol tna party 

-ua x*łj-u>ci* axiiv^A .»/ i-r «i. *e t(*e Meller h*a 

«Anhxa i;.;. v bu ilvul^ra»« a oui a ua 3 to*iAi^erj jticłaug ic ąy atln . 

ua.i, Ab * 'x* a ojta *łAau a i a*/ r.na* *■» oUot ofi* 

dlaur«J j-ui^UAOj :u*u c»av ;la?a-pl;xu;*» .;.*x «Aida out by uc anti-aircrtrt craioer 
and piclcad uv« x lat % *> outpuo i^oo u ta -a^u« of*‘ in a bamun apaad*bout 
for tbe radio atotion In ^oralcu for ue ;ou*poaa of reportu^ our raaeua 4 
aIlcs óur siiadia^ r liL* wu*a 1 ttatarruty ua hontau ior by uur rcocuu aerrioe. 

1 *lu£> Aiici c yi-s at» i^utUo.t — or-or to ^-at o rougb 

■•** ęj-i*? »•%* i,ł»a cro-u-« «;t* ti*«£i«*a «~»a**<j • i tcy txi wl tb tba 

1 a** uf >*. 4 iJaw -Oi. -uulta foG 9 *«y 1 got a cacty 

aliutii. **•*»■ «*ifj ot *i 4 ivi"**ua ii^a* -at v.'vVił*‘t'*<*ti« unVii* ^*&d orriTol Ircai 

tba jraabmr f a nęa. for aa U inouiiataly pro par a a pamobuta atUiCK ou a 
aaau, loiat ua^t ULbo* Aioord :«• j to ralintAa ra^.Hu ttn j>aou «ao ban toara* 

Aa **ił lujAi Au tar u<ij 1‘óp*^*.' t .*>*o \>n #u^ć *i*i'abj. abniiowAa uaad oy tba 

apUrjilAiy ori.k’ii*«łl Itcliii l**itsuii.;a/»i«. ^oar«i -**.# tb» aoiWiinaar o< tna 
ltuiiao lii talii £«fiC« oarrloa bad uuroo^alully laucobai tbla faicaa raport In 
\ q < j c óf oottin -5 *u* ui At**n a t^iil s?ij V. ^tnd a;* oif «n « ^ixd gouaa 

aoaud* ^ ^ ...„ . iAciic*l t -» u*; •«♦«** j *is 1 • *iii, ^vu?łt If -a olgbt 

ra..« s ii _.v-.łur. . ł, f**ii* .*;» », .. .»l- ;!: ..• ♦* 4 ;*.-.«.piaa o^m to rcrroba 

tlilii w*\.4vi. ^■..t«> »v s « 1 >- * j«*J l- »«w ■♦*■ ***♦*• * Ja i ^ lu ^ r -*t tba 

iuiius.r*a 1 '<* 1 A U -u •:.up.; ; v*.u ioiiU<: 6 i la«»oar» 
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srare gfitberad aro^nd Aioif altier* ajtoa^; other> norma tioenngt ."U^oentro,', 
jjoenitz, idu44ier f neitei* and Jodl* i, u a aa ausoiuteij umncmn ceptain 
of tho ouftwaffo, wu a caiied u pan to ro^rt aa the aituatiuo* tą wonie 
£«iet haYe i>een ratner cunvinclog # for Adolf hltier retraated his givea oriera 
and uak d me if X hau nny defimte roacuo Ł >ian la ajy aiad for ilna-eieua • 

1 outuned jcy sonans and fouad a^pruYui* fhe aojesaary order 8 wer© isaued 
at oaoe* and a speed-boet fiotUia atati^*ed iu tut *©diterr&neen as weJLŁ 
as ser© rui unita of truups la Corel ce were pieced under ooiu^ud* ~arly 
next aomla^ iieacrmobcrat iwtuiT and i retu rac d by air to Koma* Ąy 
tuou.^nts were precccupied Aitb the pisanod enterprlse* i perfectiy under- 
atual tuut c»e actun* succeas of this pl a dependea eatirely on i ta 'aurprise* 
cooarmt und tbet* abore aii, tbe jjoat difficuit juirt wcuid gett~ng cuear 

uf the port with idJ^uoon>i« »e mado our ureparatiuns iu oxi hb^te and ropurted 
“aii rea dy“ to tbe fi iohrer'6 Hąs« from harc the start signal was giyan* 
on 27 Hu^uat 1>43 i embardea wita a few hand-ploxed *u©n iu u*r speeubwuts aaa aft 
a scurqy pasanie we eYetniuaiiy re&cned tne port st* ua^dfuouft Ju*>* uelore der a* 

1 notlced et unce, wnen a^eepiug into the harbor thet xjuX^ ona of the iaeutiun*d 
plunę o was atiii et o^odur* ^t the an-M^nt i pa Id scarceiy un> ettsutiu** to 
tu© fucw* xn order to ran&in es mCw^pluoos na pussl oie X weul aatiore dr© ^3 od 
as o simpie sailor. siat my offlcer aud *eat of f wl th him ln a finał 
rooonnais senes aortie* my offloar aosured me thut am waa es ueforet* a 
tlęht csrdon of double sentiy poeta Mil guanis was fr^.wn around the Yillu. 
se pessed by at aoa© dis tance and X peid spoclal act«nUui to tbe newly 
InstajLied texepu^e linse. w© eYentua-ly emred at a houae aituated a 
lit tle higher up, whore w© intended tu purctinae a^ute fruit and froa 
wnore oe wented ta u..a a good loue et “our" Tlxx* t ntilx lu ttc firm 
-©xief tnat we would s tan our daugerous Yontur© «urx. tne next ^mung- 
a “earaoinlerl* 3©r<,©ant passed our cay hy eheuco and w© drew nua into 
a cuwom&tlocu As usoal the ineri tubie ttucóoo^tl topie orupped up# 
and aa uauui, *© de cl ar ed w© fi rody ueiie7od tbe Uioa to b© dcad* ftsls 
aasertlw one© ajora dld tne trice. rh© aergeant. no© v©ry lu^uecioua, 

SSd bont upun conyincing un thut he hlnaelf bud eucorted the i*xot to 
tbe harbor this Tery' moming, and tnat the i>ice had ief t Karlinie in the , 
seoond ona now aila&iiig u© a piano* fhe cat was no w uuu of the .beg v as far as the 
olssinj piane was concemed* 1 aubeeąuentiy raund out thet the 1 ta li en 
authorltics had don© a ni o© iittie piso© uf oamouflag© wora by glYlng 
a reicod “pian© ln diotrsas* aignui* -fhia enilghtencoont c&jos in the rtry 
ni olc of time« tbe very naxt moming we wooid bara aJLighted ou vbe ea*>ty 9 
next our ln ten tlona wauld beY# be en roelized ona we woum have not even 
flUd a dug r s chanoe ol carrying out our orders to a sucoeesful snd. 

Se bod to bogiń ax* oYer n^am with our xiivea Ugati~us« A aeapiene* we 
ine « 9 eould omy lana 00 e we ter aarfuce, and our epociai atvenbio«* was 
therefure foouased on eii pofus. aer© a gula fortunę smied upuu us and 
our saidier*s luck oaoe to our aid* a rew duya la ter 1 acoudipunled uen* 
obora t wiiiUinT w hu waa mapectlng a eea^iane aquac.ruo of %ne i imracnute . 

Hifie Cori»s on the nade fraaiaen©* in the Couoander of the oąuadron l met nu 
old Austrlan frlend and ienroed wian ohattlng with hlui thet on £6 August 
durlng en air-raid elana a wbite s es plon© had landod on th© ladę* ohortly 
af torward a fted Cross cer laft the seapiana bass and had hsadad for Home* 

At this tioe w© had to ebeok upon eoua teina runors* Seta* related tmt the 
Duco was lnterned ln a aanltonuai in Koa© t others that te was neld ln a 
ca sile in Central Italy* and eo forth* Ail these cluee tumed out to be 
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The sltuation lii Itaiy »no eona lantly de teriera tisg and the struggle 
Tor the ialtnd waa drawing to a cloae* The mirt 3 1 of the war-fetlguod 
jicpulace nhich had practically been at nar for the laat 10 years tAbyasinia;, 
wae iocr&aalng day by day. The *11 i ad boaber a t ta oka on flerne, -Naplea and 
other cities had j/layed an ixportant **rfc* Ilia dcuiger wae drewing ne&rer and 
nearer of h&dolgllo*e kabinet fiegotiating sapę ratę peace terma and thue 
oufctl^ off the Oetmn Armie a in Southern Italy* But mony l&rJLuentlal 
Oeraan authorlties stiU wo Ud not belleve in thle poaaibiiięy* In 
theao last da., a ru^ore had condeneed that the Buce we* now hałd in the 
Applnlnoa# tiuuy iaguiries werb me de throughcut thóa region by pnraona 
who uerrer reolized wfcat ezact reeaoti their giren teak o.tuaxly had* Tulą 
lnforontiun reTeaied noro and morę trocos leadi&g to the area of the Oran 
Saseo, the highest poak in the Appinine rangę* I erec fouad it neeeosary to 
ecmeaet a lorę story i o order tu goić _ay purpose* 1 Inrent d & girl 
frlend from Ao®e who had fled wlth ber po rento fron the Capital In fear 
of the Ailieć bomb er-a t tac ks . 1 begged ca Italian frlend to bunt up thla 

girl, whoae ezect addreaa 1 uohappiiy did not poafleas, and who Biust be 
liring saaewhere n*ar the Greń Saaeo* 1 ezplained 1 clshed to a and 
ber a love letter*. Just thla •reeoanai^^nce*# na tu rally perfermed ąuite 
unwitticgty by the Italian, prored to be a fuli auooess, Ba informed a* 
that tlie yuj .iey was en tire 1> condcced off and that the hotel at the foot of 
the Oran Saseo had auffered the eriction of all i ta peraoune * , sino* the 
area was Oeing uaed for tcalning jurposed by *C«roblniri* unita* The 
teApher*line, the only «ay of access to the hotel, was olsu out of -oanda for v. 
traffic* dsdio inetoAlationo and frenh *Crabiniri* unita poiated to 
iflCreaaing mili tary actiTiti.es in thla area. Ifc nas elsc# he added, 
furt hor morę rumorad that .'4uuuooJuNl woa held prisoner in tliła hotel* 
fhls rumor X belleyed to be true* 1 oould not oonoeire of a morę 
idttel s.ot for impriaonoent than thla hotel, cut off ocuipletely 

frua the reatof the world, altustcd morę than 6000 feet oborę sen lerel 
and not even a roadway to link it up wit:. the reiley* 



Phla hotel *as newi; buiit ans the only U.ing 1 therefore could get hula 
of w & a o prospectus from a trdV04.xing buremu* i*he hotel wta to be found ca no 
mapa* It ima therefore absuiutely neoess^r to take a few aeriai p ho tog rap ta 
of the surroundinga in order to hare aomet. mg tu go on* The resulta of aur 
Inąuiriea had be en ourrantlj reperted to the Fuehrer** hgs, , inoludlog thoae 
which had induoed us to girę up our dt# ISaddalen* plan* On the 6 September 
ly43 receired the order: ł Prepore and can*> out anterpriae Duce aa auickiy as 

poaslble*” Co b Sęptember, to^thar with my adiutant HAtjfe end the 20 
offleer of the Baroehute Alfie Btl«* I to ot off for ay reoonn&issa&oe fUght* 
Seon from a height Of 1X000 feet^the Apylnine rangę laj there In all Its 
grundeur* Alid ranne ^ and aerrat d crags p^aented thaaiselTea* We flew 
orer the hotel and aav it wca aurrounded by the same wild aoenery* Our 
aerlai eameraa wora alraady in operatlon* Suddenly o r larga bulit-ln 
stereo camera -topped worklng* ^a gre bed hondoemeras ond» ban gin half 
our of the piane, we tuoa anapshot arter anapahot* He ttien flew as far 
a* Fenole, tur&ed and repeated the same procedura on our return fllght* 

UDL and 2 neerly freze our banda off w fule opera tl^ tba camera* Juat 
before re&ohlng Aotoe, it cuat heTe been about noon, xe aaw squadroa after 
of Axlled bouibars flyin; over i‘naoquati* Thay wers pourlng their 
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deudly loade lnto our Supremę Hja* Th* bouse itoeif. Tlił* Tuaculm U 
had reoeired 3 bomb hi ta. cne of fy offloers had been ki li ad. and three 
who had been buriad alire wer* juat being rescued* iU our materiał 
and our kit was buriad beneath tha ruina. Deopl to tha danger of •duda* 
we salraged sil we could. The cirilian pc pule tlen had ouffarad terrible 
loses* yet aii aralia bie hando ware heiping lo the aalwaga oparu tlona. 

1 m ade off for the hospitel, whleh was almoat fliled to tha roof. I 
wanted to saa sonę oompanlona of mina but naarly ail of thom wara In 
a dying oonditlon. I want to tha photographio center* only to find a 
pila of brioka. Tha snopa ho ts w* had mada could not be dare-LOpel pro parły* 
da at laat faound a makaahift photogra phi te ller rlgged up In a tent 
whioh was in a poaition to derelop a few rough printa for ua* 1 out- 
llnad together wlth Radl our plan of actlon and preaonted lt to Gen. Oberat. 
STUDENT. V* wanted to land with gil dera naar the bo.al and to orerpowar 
its garrlaun in a ourprloa attaok. A strony dstachment waa almultanaoualy 
to craap up the railey (Ara ssano) # was to aalza tha Talphar-llne atution 
and to cover our retreat* At flva in the &f ternoon a naw aurpriaa* 
wa haard oyer the radio that the Goreraaant fiadogllo had baggad to tha 
Ali 1 es for a separata peaoe-treaty and slmultaneoualy dęcia red «r*4-on 
Germany* The Ailied bomber atteck on the Oerman Supremo Hjs. had there- 
fora been a pre para tory meeaure to thla end. What mat te red now was to 
Jceep a firn hołd cm the rltal aupply baoea for the weak German unita In 
the oma of Roma* if ail German DlT v a« flghting in the south wara to 
ba aared from find Ing tha^selres in a most procarloua pooitlon. On tha 
6*9* and 10 of September a brlef apeli of flghting enaued whioh end ad 
wlth tha dloarming of tha troopa loyai to tha king. Other 1 ta lian Gafa* 
wero willing to oontinue flghting on Oe imany ł e aide and to go orer to 
our linas. Kaw German form* tlona wers approaching from tha Southern x 

Tyrol. Italy in its anUiaty* howerar* with tha ezeeption of tha enrlrona of 
Roma* ware in the hands of Badogilo*s troopa. And amidst aii tnio mlx»up 
tha piw para tlone for our lnterpriee had to ba oarrlad on. Giaagreamonta 
of a teohnicsi natura a rosa be twa on Luftwaffe of fi cara and syseif for 
the reueon that a landlng of a parać hu te actlon from suoh an aititude 
was regarded aa shesr madnaao. Such sn undertaklng had as yat narer 
baan plonned* aren lass earrled out. Loeaea of a t leaat 60 par cant 
wera predlcted aren for tha landlng itoeif. On 9 Saptember a naw blow. 

Ailied radio rc porta clsimed that MU53ULINI had aireody been aztradltad 
by tha Oorernment Badojtgilo and had arrired in Afrloa ou board a ba t tle- 
•hip* Waa this report trua or was it a ruset Won* of us had seen 
MUSSuŁJWl in tbls oountain hotel* Uir plan waa baoed puraly on surmiaa. 

It waa lmpoa albie to start making freah inujulrlea in the enemy oocupled 
area* they would onyway only hare aroused suaplolon. Se had to rlek 
the Yfenturs in spite of aii* Gen. Oberat. STUDENT approred of my plan 
after hec ring my report* a Parać hura Rifla fitl. wj plaoed under 
my conroand whioh was to carry out tha railey problem. Soma ofthe sest man 
pi o kod from the best Para o hu te Rlfle Company and a larga nuiuber of m> 
own men ware to oorry out tha enterprlse itoeif togathar wlth ma. Wb 
had difflcultles In gottlng hołd at tha Prac tica alruas# 12 normal 
g lidera carrylng lo man aaoh. Carofully wtlghing our c bano es my ad j u tan t 
and X oama to a dlaheartanlng reault. We could only aren give ourseirea 
a very sllght ohanoe of suooeso. fiut the order was thara* and wa eoldiers 
oust oarry lt out. 1 went to my men and linad them up* 1 told tbam I 
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I waa ezpeotlng ia the next faw da ya an order to uudartake a nosi 
dangercua oiaoion* and that *9 atood. a tUaned soaii o ha. ca of , 

"pulling it o ff* and of aurriTing# 1 could ccly proalae tbeat one 
thing and tb&t was that I woald oonstantiy be with thea and would 
do aj utaoat to bricg thla vltaxi> i-»portaut laiaaiu© to a auoceserul 
and. 1 only wen te d to t^Jce to lun te era wlth a» and was freatly pleaeed 
Vnen not even one of them waa ted to atuy be tu ad* Aa aoco aa tka 
flghtlng had atcppad crders were givan b j 0«n* Ob e rat* STuDaJT to 
earry out tba actlon on 12 p tender 1^43* z«r& tla^ 1400* ha nada 

Ca a atipuiation. Under no oondl tlona wbate?er waa a noae-diT# 

Uading to be atteapted frcwu tbesa helghts, ln vi«w of the eir eurrenta 
whioh we re eaepeoted to be over the aountsin rangę* Aul glidero were 
to atteapt a soooth landing and obsenre axl preceutionery aeaaursa* 

Ifc© aerlal photograpb seemed to ahow up an apparently only alight decllnlng 
alope whlcb seeraed auitable for our purpose, and to proaise m half-wey 
aa fe land Ing* 

The 12 of oeptefflber approaobad* the weether was grc-nd. There w ara 
aufricientiy larga clouda in the aky whlch madę nn unnotloed approaoh 
poaeiole* the IC offlcar of the Corpa was the only person beslde R1UL 
and .ayeelf w ho had seen the hotel and wea to ie^d in a power driren piana 
the antire drltę to their goel. Tba hud set farth during the nlght 
ln order to reacb the Taxley of Arezzano by a round^uout route- lt waa 
neoeaaery to a trictiy obaerre the giTan zęzo tioe* At nuon the 12 gil de 4 a 
tue toW*planeaand my 1 06 aaen «ere aiu assayblod on the eirfield iratica 
dl r^are And ready for aoticn. The teusion waa blgh t aiways co auoh 
oc ca s słona. (Jen* v%er^t» orv^ T epoto cucę moro to tue ^oo to naon 
1 had Jua t outllned *y plan of actlon* i myseif wua to ust tbo ttn.rO, 
gllder* i expreaaly gav© ordera, that cooe wbat owy, no person waa to 
o pen fire oefore 1 mysalf fi red the opeuing abot* ^tould 1 be woundad 
or klliedt then the lirst abot was to be glren oy one of tac offieera 
oc company Ing me* 1 reailzed that tha I ta 11 en force would be atrongar 
than ours <my re porta had apuien of abuut guania in a na around the 
hotel) and our taaic o^uid only oe „rcught to a good end ii cne surprlae 
mocoent waa played up to tae utcaoat* lt ras oert&in that no cna aype ted 
nn a t tack from the alr and tul a waa our ona and only chence to "piui lt 
off*. SuddezUy* approaching eneoy botanor forua tiona were re por ted , and 
ahortly afterward tha firat bo*ba *e re eiready or&etung around ua* lt 
waa a itto a t one o*clock and we had to tatę off et cu^ coata ln order to 
fceap wlthin our zeru-hour acheduie. Tba tale -off was aucoeaafui in spite 
of tne freon bomocratera , and 1 only learned la ter that 3 of o ur glldera 
wara aiready put out of actlon during the taica-off* Af ter half an nour'a 
fllght tue two planaa ahaad of ua audaen^y Yaalehed* 1 waa now iorced 
tw tnie the leed oiyself in a pi to of the fant that a ly gllder off cred only 
w Tery poor acope of Tlaion* Hcw we oonaged to nna our goax 1 aon 1 1 
znów to tbis Tery day* ue were fiylng a belght ol a perhapa 110CK) feet 
and 1 oould oee tnrougo a noia ln tne oiouda the Tailey of Arezzone* 
tha flrst detaonosnta wara alruady aauYing ln* 1 glanoed at my watoh* 
hit^iu a fe* cai nu te a it waa zero tluie* 1 gare the orden "Tiguten 
craa>. ncjjueta". fkrougu another gap in tha clouds 1 could now aae our 
alm v tue notei m the ^ouutalns* i g&re the orler to role aae tha towcaules* 
wy pilot, a youuu ileuteneutand the beat gllder pilot in the v orpa la 
aiready swerln- off ari a aharp curve in order to gat hie bearinga and 
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to find our iuudin_, sio pa. Almoat at the same time we noticod that we 
wara tha wic Urna of a grars error. Tha euppoaedly fiat alopa oie&rly 
ahowed a aiant of at iaaat degreea and waa tharefore ebeoutoly ueeiess 
for oar purpose. A brlef deoiaiun, «a had to aot against tha lazpreas 
urdar of Uen. ugorst. oiWcnTi i*ha oniy alteraatlwo to gir Ing up and 
turning back waa a or&ah-ianding. 1 earled to tha rilot i *Craah iandlag 
aa naar to tha hotel aa poasibla** Tha glidar waa airaady tUting 
down wam and we anot toward our goai at a tcrrific apeed* This iaated juat a 
faw aaconda* Then a craah, aotiuds ot a plinta ring* oraa&ing and grindiug, 
and a ter ri fi o j^lt ahooa a fl troci ho ad to fuot* &a had landad airlgut, 
and aiioost within aouie 50 feet of tna hotel, a# leapt froa tna wreclcage 
and ruahad toward tha hotel* *e yeiled a *amn i ln bal to* (atlck *em up; 
to tna naare&t guarda. They atood rooted tu the graund, eooplataly 
duabfoundad. x»ot a rlfia waa lift ad against ua* Tha y of ua ruaned up 
to the hotoi. An o pen door. lt waa the wire -less opera ting jww. Aa 
pushad tha opo retora aoide , and a blow of e pistol butt put the apparatua 
out of aotion. Thraa thinge raced through my mindi "Aould the taut nerrwa 
of my oen a tana the scr&in. would they start ahooting, waa the Buca nera 
after alii* lt waa imposaible to en ter the hotei taro^b tha operator'# 
room. s« had to tura baok. The aan wtio waa oowering alone tha antlre 
aotion witd tha maonioe gun wbb iy Ing thare aa c«x,l aa a cuouuioer bcthind 
hia gun waa atrlctiy cbserriag tha ordarad.fire dlaelpiiuo* We 
ruahad aiong tha wauis of the hotel and euducoly oemo a p against a 
tarrace r&ided aome 10 foet from the ground. 1 waa the first tu acramble 
up, my eyes awept over toe hotel facade, and 1 now saw cha weo.1 jldowu 
head of the Boa a fra^ed ln one of tha windowa on the first floor. our 
ranture had nut been ln TiAni *e now atood tha ohanoes of actuaiiy 
reacuing JlUdJonJltfll. A fen leeps bro.tght ua up to the front portal 
whloh was aecured by machinę guna. \axt shouta * .ani ln halto" 'rang o~t* 

AHe •aurpriaa mooent* ans atill ahooing its effoct. one uf tha of fi cer a and 
1 aaflnaged to sbore tue to&ctujte guna aaiae and tu junp ot ar tncoi, and witn 
a faw blows wlth tha but ta of oar machinę pistola we forced our antrance. 

lnaide we dasbed up tha atairs, founu tne rigbt door toe Tery firce go 
and piled. muSSu^iwi and thrae ltalien offioara were ln the rouia. Tha aa 
of fi cara werw bundled out and the officer aocompanylng me córa red tha door. 

Aa yet, not a anot had been fired. 1 ruahad to the o pen windowa and gin 
two of my aarge&nta a baiplng haiki who had cliuibed up a ligctnlng conductor. 
They olambared in and in tiua to aee a aeoond glidar nosadlving perhapa 
so^jt 200 yards away* ihe pilot was my cuuipaay ccwujander who brak© ni a fuot 
in the lajidlng proce se • The men jumped out and atarted oorlng up to tna 
hotel* on the other aide a tnird giidar waa aiau proparing tu land* 
from this aiaa further y men would aouc arrlTa* 1 azparianoad tha 
borrlfyiug apec tacie of aeaóng one ox four further glldara prepąring for a 
eraab landing apparentiy awapt away by an air ourrent and nurlad wltha 
tarrlflo impaot ag&inat tha uiu-ntainBiua. ^a af terraria u&ly fou&d daad 
and woundad aaung tha wreokage. Tha oooupanta of these last thraa piano s 
wara olau now moring up, and at tnia luu^ant tha first a nu ta were tu ba 
haard. ltallan out post atatiooed aro u od tha fiasured and rugged platanu 
had openad flre. 1 daenad intu tha foyer of tha hotel end daoundad to 
apaak wito tha oommnndaut. A coionei apprearad and 1 reąueoted hiw to 
order iwoedlate cesgatlon of alx uselaaa reaiatauao o Ince their pri sonar 
waa alraady in my banda • 1 raąuirad him to surrander tha co tal in order 
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to prowent furt ner oiooa^ued. ue aa toć for a rew mina te 6 respite to 
cons^it 2 Renerem *bo were eisu preseuu In tne betel. Af ter e few 
•uiuites tne fazę of ouucerned was decxded. The bo^el was sumsd- 
erwd wite out o ny furtuer ue^ietOLice* i now ordę red sil Italia* no Adlera 
t sj asseAble in tbe foyer. Aram were to be ieft Ou teino tue ec*ex. Ali 
offioers were tu k&ey tneir uraa and were to be regarded aa superiora by 
their sen as before. i wen reme«u>er a raiy chiTalmua geetum vte 
ltailan eoionel mada* na had a gobiet witu red wina and presented to mo 
wltb tbe ffords; "for tbe victor # . I now peset d a few brler omem to 
my men turough tbe window and could tuere-upoa et leet girę my fuli 
et tan tlen to uu^u*ńftl. 1 reported to him witb tbe wonią* "Duce* tbe 
ruetuvr bas sent urn aa a to*en of nie ioyel meaeeulp« # mu^Juolwl 
embreoed me and &^>euroa ut be bnd daiiy eipeeten nie ex*reaitiwn to 
tao ALliea, out tnat ha would ha we put aa end wo nie life btforau«oa. 

He bad rouud frienda aoung tbe offioers of tbe ruarda. Thereafter 1 
ieft tbe hotel* 3>aw to lt that sontry poata were pat on tbe iU* out, and 
flnelly gut in euntnot wita tbe rmlimy detbC.mnt. tboy bad taJcen tbe 
telpher-line etetion in tbe railey after a grlef encounter. The telpher- 
lino was soon operat in* egoiw and af tor a a bort tlmo tbe fimt reiu- 
forcements orrired at tce hotel. 



our rescuo ren tarę ozist now be cooplcted by getting mu^ojuia! oafeljr 
to tiertaany. To tnie end we uod prearrangod tbree poa albie me&us of 
gettlug away. fhe airfieid xto znano was situatod at tbe ou*o.t of too 
▼alley ana was be id. by tue lta^iaos, by u&dogilo f orce o. 1*. ia airfieid 
wea to we gained for a stort txmt et a newly tt iTtn zeru-hour af tar 
eueoecsful oompletion of our raeouo actlcn. Tbree German plan es were 
to land at a giren algn&i, one ofwfclch rras to ba used by Duce and ayoelf. 
w hi i o tbe othere were to earre aa decoys In case of poselble pureuit* 

The aecond poaaiblllty wta to taka of f in a *3 toreb* piane from the valiey« 

A tbird and most dangeroua poasibility I Ład enTisojed the lanulng of e 
a turon piana naar the hotel. Tbla piane wns thereupon to attempt to 
t&jce off agaln. Our vaxle> detechment was eąulpped sitb e radio trans* 
mit ter airt I bad the followlng oeoaage sent to Ronę •enterprize sucoeaaful. 
Awalt ntv serc time for depafture.* Bsrhapa 10 mi nu te e la ter X wented 
to pasa through the new zero time for the selzure of tła Are znano airfieid. 
Thia meessge newer got through. Our radio commnica tlona witb Rooe bad 
broi en down* i thereforo had to taka reoourse to the aecond possiblllty. 

A S toreb piane hau landed ln the valley and a suitobl© maadow bad been 
found for tai Ing off again, 1 gara ordera for this piane to stand by* 
mady for depo r turę. And was Juet cn tbe ptlnt of lsaving the hotel witb 
HU&it/Uiil wfcen X waa told tbat tba piane bod emashed its landing gear and 
was out of actlon* tfow the la et and most dangeroue eourae was only Ieft 
for u a o pan. The ■Storch, piloted by a cap talu who was a personal pilot 
of Oeneral Oba rat. 3TLDBMT, was elready o i rc ling over tbe hotel* be abot 
up some f larwa as landing a igna i a and cl aa rad a make-shlft landing apaoe 
with tbe help of the lUaiand as we 11 as we could. The ground surroundlng 
the botęl was etrawn wlth stone and pieoes of rock* Tbe landing was success* 
ful. X bad a talk witb tbe pilot and be declared that the taks -off would be a 
most dangeroue affair, fhan inforoed that X would a o company tho Duce he 
declared that thia would mata the ren tum weil-nigh impoasible. X was 
oo^pelled to make use of thia last means of departure* fUily reaiizing 
that I could not riak Crossing a stretch of roughly 120 kliometers 
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ttrough wiotcy occupied ter /i tory wlth Duce on ay banda. On the otber band, 
X eould not riek letting UU.^CLlNl start off alone sine* all reapoooi-iii ty 
wouid rest en ąy ehouidere should a ais-bap oceur* It mo my wiaL to ehare 
tbia likely danger with tbe Duca and the pilot and elther puxi li off or to 
orash rith tl.ea* X gara ordera to my unita to the affact tbat a li araa and 
men serc to be treneported oror tbe teipber-line to the Telley* tur 
priaoners* aoldiera aa wali aa offioer, *ere to reonin ln the hotel sod 
•ara to havo their freedoca. UJ.y tbe t»/o Generale wara to be tm en along. 
The prepara tlona for our take-off began. VUe ruńmy 9 alcuiting dom bill 
ani mtb the -ind blowin froj the roar was ewopt cleon of exl rocka and 
atoaes aa mii aa pcsalble. *e olifcbed into the machinę, tbe angino 
roared and our take-off begen* The plunę aimply refused to rlae frooi 
the ground* *e had olaioat reached the .rink of the. preeiplce when a 
dltch sudionly cul atruight aeroes our path. The piane hoppad orer tbe 
ditou, buupod the gruund on tbe otber aide and canted orer the drink. 

After a ohetr urop of perhepa luoo feet the pilot aucceaded in gomlng 
cou<.roi over the pliuia r ~rjl rc ieemeu to bf banging suopendad. The 
piane Hec over tbe v<Uxe y jUxl aŁure the ^round and erentuaxiy rou^bed 
tbe uir ~se* 1 ecuuraa the i>u.ce for tiis tem; ho duat bave elear ly 
reccgul^eu the duuger in cur tsż.e*off enu the lite iihcod of a crcsb* sińce 
he was au expo riencei pilot hiiaolf* After a few .hau ooa ha had 
cauiencea to expJLoln the land acapo alippic.^ u^y ceneath ue and to apeun 
of his A ile. *n latica di ^are tbe three piones wero uw&itliig us. ro 
cli abel into cne of tLe:>i and off we went to zerwany* 

1 had docideU to head for Yienne cs first landing place* 1 had 
order ©a observauce of a cirict 3/f ailecce until recching the Gerjłtn 
frontier ao es not to give ourse ire c- a.&y to possible pursuers* tf© 
loft iioate et ubuut over Cerinthla wcatuor condi tlona becane mery 

bed. «e *ere flyi^ through fog and min. The operator triad to get 
radio oearlngs frea* Ylenne , bui could eo^bliah no ooffiflunicetioa whetaTer* 
laather condi tlona were deterioreting furtter stixl and twixight wea 
aatting in* Judglng by the tine for the hwur, *o should be oonarhare tc 
tbe UwiitL cf yionin, but had no ground misibili.ty ur*d had to fly 

et an sltituda of feet to keep olo^r of the nountuin ranges lylng 
aheoc. were elso running short of fuel. X miA & :ratohed out ln 
toe cockpit and ras ouaeuroring to get a glimpce of tho ground beneath 
through vox*y infre^uant gapa u: the banka of clouda. kbr nosa thae 
alreuoy ./a hsd been ciusing round and it «aa by now nlaoat darh. de 
•oul^ Jc<oi: be cojipeJlel to aake a foroed JLauding* i t this point X et 
ieust aujcedau in gotting a pee? through the olouda roid boliemad tc oeka 
cut a largo watt r surf a co beneath. •ero ay c&lcula tlona correct* this 
* 2Ua *' ba the *<ensledlar laka ae9twerd of Yianna* 1 gore crdera to dire 
throagn the olouds and we crera ln luck. lt ma the Tary laka I knav ao 
••11 and we oanag.d to gain tbe Iżanuba* f lylng dua north courea of tbe 
riror and by this udana aventuaily reacUad tbe wali knowc alrport lepem 
naar /lenna. *e Isnded on the airfield in ccopiete darfcnaas and wlth 
oniy a few drops of fuel left ln tbe taiJco. lt «ce ^ o'clock by now* 

Is we ie^rned later* both eccoapnnylng piane e had baen forcoJ to nęka an 
eaergenoy isndlug and both piane s bed beto hearl ly dacag^a. TLI a 
Olrc^uiSULuce eventusily gtve rise t%/ La m..or tLat 1 aleo had nada tn 
emer^anoy lecding wlth the ihice. lha nlgłit •*• apent in hotel óristoi 
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In Tiotma, Soronal trutaJc oiiU tort pat thraigh to tho IUohrer v o bąm*/ 
nad 2 lud tho Jo y ©f mimo weiooaing my wif o ot tho hotox. 3 bo mm 
gmtły roiloroA aftor bo Ing withcut mii froca mm for uurti «td«. 
Shortly bofaro aidnlght I mm dooorotod by o Oonernl Staff Golonol 
•f tho inqr In tho dom of Adolf Hitler with tho Ualgfat*® Groto of 
tho Iron Otom* The next doy I flor with tho Aaoo to Hunloh oboro «o * 

■ot blo fomfly ohleh bod na tho 12 of Soptoobor oloo boaa frood by 
« unit of my mm from Intorament ot o ooantiy ooot* Sbo noxt day wo 
boottnaod our fllght to tho fUohror'o Hąo. In Knot ffuooia. Adolf 
HŁtlor not no on tho alrflold* Tho nooting of both atotoomoa «u noot 
tooilal* 2 bod to ZMport oid |i?a dotollód ooooont of oor eńterprloo 
from boginnlne to and* Two doy* lotor 2 ro tornad by olr to 2toly to 
fitoh my mm* Am o roo ord «o wero glrm pomioalon to ozooo Itoly o&d tho 
boautiful ooatborn Tyrol In o notoriood outh to Innobruak* Z .jok 
«11 wouzdód flt for tmnopart with ao* lirom Innohruck no eontinuod 
oor jour&oy by t min to frlodonthal. Finally wo nil noro glron our 
woll^oarcod 1 oatox 



